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Telephone Number (Home): ? 
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Address: l 
Phone Number: _. 
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Location of Incident: m ood. - | Ç : 
Date/time of Incident: | O G:lo F = 


Officer(s) complained about: 


4. Name: Rank: 
Description (height, weight, color hair/eyes, etc.) 7 00 


2. Name:__{ Tas Ienousn Rank: Badge #: l 
Description (height, weight, color hair/eyes, etc.) = 
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Witness Information: (Name, Address, Phone #) 
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Nature of Complaint: ; l sae 


Describe in your own words everything you consider necessary for the police to investigate your 
complaint. 
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-| understand that I will be informed of the result of the police investigation and the disposition of my complaint. 
-| am/am not willing to testify at any hearings in this matter. (Circle one) 
. -l have read the above statement of complaint and it is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 


Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury this LG day of OCTOBER. | 20] 6, 

Signature of Complainant; S 

Date and time received: 1: 0S (7D) pile A OCT O73 £ (2 20 FA . 
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Signature of Superior Officer receiving complaint (rin person): + ase awn i 


- THIS FORM IS TO BE SEALED IN A PLAIN ENVELOPE AND MARKED “CONFIDENTIAL” TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE. 
A COPY OF THIS FORM WILL BE GIVEN TO THE COMPLAINANT BY THE RECEIVING SUPERIOR OFFICER. À 
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Attention: Chief Keith MacPherson 
Date: December 19, 2016 
RE: 1A 2016 - 05 
Internal Affairs Investigation 
Subject: RACIAL PROFILING / UNLAWFUL STOP & DETENTION ALLEGATION 


Involved Officers: Officer Stefano Visco & Officer Bruce Cleaver 


Role Name Sex Race Age DOB Phone 
Se I ee Ea a Gi 
INVOLVED PARTY (WORK) 
ADDRESS; OUCSA (CELL) CQ? 


On October 16, 2016 CII tanga aE 2612 


to the front counter of the Waltham Police Station and filed an Internal Affairs Report of Alleged Police 
Misconduct (See Exhibit 1— Form #52-1). In this complaint@jjjj§alleges that on Sunday, October 16, 
2016: 


Officer Visco stopped me after I was walking home after paying my respect at the Veterans Memorial 
next to the City Hall. He had no reasonable or probable cause to stop me. It was racial profiling. As a 
practicing Sikh with unshorn hair, beard, and turban, | am authorized by the U.S. Army to have my 
articles of faith while wearing my uniform. To explain why he needed to see my military ID, he said the 
military does not allow a “rag” on heads. It was extremely disturbing to hear him say that. He was 
justifying his actions because he was/or is currently serving in the Marine Corps. He clearly did not 
adhere to military courtesies and customs by being extremely rude and disrespectful to me. Moreover my 
constitutional rights were violated due to him unlawfully stopping me. He and another officer brought 
the traffic flow to a complete halt on Moody Street in order to question me. It was embarrassing as 
other civilians stared at me with suspicion as | was being questioned, harassed and detained by officer 
Visco and his colleague. 


l could have refused to show my military ID; as he had no cause to demand my ID. Is it a crime to walk 
home in my army uniform after paying my respects at a veteran memorial to our fallen men and women 
who have worn our nation’s uniform? 


Finally, as a taxpayer, | am infuriated that essential Govt. resources were wasted during my unauthorized 
stopping and detention. 


I demand a full inquiry into Officer Visco and his colleague’s unlawful conduct earlier this evening. It was 
racial profiling and a gross violation of my constitutional freedoms and liberties ~ the same values that | 
took oath to defend against all enemies foreign and domestic when I was sworn into the U.S. Army. 


I respectfully request a full investigation. | will be happy to meet the Police Chief and/or Waltham City 
Mayor to further discuss this issue of harassment, unlawful detention and racial profiling by two officers 
of the Waltham Police Department. 


Very Respectfully, 





On October 18, 2017 NB at my request met Det. Lt. Brian Lambert and | Det. Lt. 
Joseph F. Brooks Jr. in the Waltham Police Dept. Detective Division Conference Room. At this time we 
interviewed @jeand recorded the interview (See Exhibit 2). In summary, Ob reports that he visits 
the Veterans Memorial on the Waltham City Common frequently and did so on October 16, 2016 after 
returning from weekend drill where he serves in the U.S. Army National Guard. S8 was in full uniform 
except his headgear is a turban which he has received dispensation for. Eis a practicing ikh where 
his headgear is a turban and he has a full beard. While walking home on Moody St. by Ash St. Siigipwas 
stopped by Officer Visco who was accompanied by a second officer he did not know at the time. Officer 
Visco asked to see QQ military ID of which@M questioned why. Off. Visco’s reported response 
was, “You are wearing a uniform and wearing a rag on your head.” Sam was insulted by this and felt 
humiliated for some of his neighbors passed by and observed this interaction. GMA felt this was racial 
profiling by Off. Visco. He reported that the officer who accompanied Off. Visco said nothing. Sifilis 
stated that his purpose in reporting this is not to damage Off. Visco’s career, but to see that this type 
incident was properly addressed and did not happen again. 


Following this interview I sent Officer Visco an email requesting he write a report relative to his 
encounter with REMEB (See Officer Visco’s report - Exhibit 3). In Off. Visco’s report he states he 
was accompanied by Off. Cleaver and stopped SEA for he was out of uniform for both wearing a turban 
and having a full beard. Off. Visco is a combat veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and knowledgeable 
about military regulations on wearing the uniform. Regarding his conversation with Off. Visco’s 
report states 


At this time | asked this party if he had a valid military ID on him. He stated he did and while 
retrieving it, asked why I had stopped him. I stated he was “out of regs” (a common military term for 
“regulations”) and “not wearing a cover,” referring to his facial hair and that he was not wearing a cover 
(a baseball like military hat worn with fatigues). He then stated it’s not a “rag.” It occurred to me at this 
time that he misunderstood what I said and believed | was calling his headgear a rag. I then advised him 
that I said “regs, regulations,” not rag 


Upon review of Officer Visco’s report | sent Off. Cleaver an email requesting he submit a report 
regarding the encounter with %9 (See Officer Cleaver’s report - Exhibit 4). In Off. Cleaver’s report 
regarding Off. Visco’s response when @igjgyjuestioned why he was stopped is: 


I was only a few feet from Officer Visco standing on the sidewalk and could clearly make out 
everything being said. Officer Visco replied “you're out of Regs.” As | previously stated I was not in the 
Military, but | am familiar with certain Military terms/jargon. | immediately believed Officer Visco was 
sayings “Regs” as an abbreviated version of the word “Regulations.” The male party then replied “it’s not 
a rag.” It occurred to me immediately that the male misunderstood Officer Visco and believed Officer 
Visco called his headwear a rag. Officer Visco then advised the male that he said “regs” as in 

“regulations,” not rag. 


| reviewed recorded camera footage from the Waltham City Common Veterans Memorial on 
October 16, 2016 and observed @gmgfPpresent there in his camouflage fatigue uniform with both a 
camouflage turban and full beard. aiia is observed marching around the memorial and saluting. 


On October 25, 201 6gqjgyjeat my request met Det. Capt. Steven Champeon and | Det. Lt. Joseph 
F. Brooks Jr. in the Waltham Police Dept. Detective Division Conference Room. At this time we 
interviewed and recorded the interview (See Exhibit 5). In summary, QP was presented with a 
copy of MGL 33 s. 99 Unauthorized Use of Uniform (See Exhibit 6). This law provides in presence arrest 
for wearing the military uniform and not being in the armed forces of the United States. giii conveyed 
to us that Sikh’s were barred from wearing their turban and beards in the military in the 1980’s and that 
it has not been till recently that they are allowed to wear their turbans and grow beards. #8 believes 
there are only eight Sikh’s in the entire U.S. Armed Forces that are allowed this dispensation. 


| reported to @M@@& that both Off. Visco and Cleaver wrote reports to the encounter that they 
had with him and that both stated that Off. Visco said to him that “he was out of regs.” EEA was 
adamant that Off. Visco said, “You can’t have that rag on your head” and not out of regs. Gold us 
that a female neighbor of his witnessed the encounter and that he would not provide us her name for 
he did not want to get her involved. 


Aigh reiterated from our previous meeting that he did not want any professional harm come to 
Off. Visco and Cleaver and to resolve this issue he wanted the officers to receive sensitivity training and 
he wanted to meet and speak with both of them for approximately five minutes. 


On November 21, 2016 at 2000 hrsai& returned to the Waltham Police Detective Conference 
Room. Officers Visco and Cleaver met with $gip Patrol Captain Kevin O’Connell sat in the meeting. 
The meeting lasted for a few minutes and ended with all parties shaking hands. | did not attend the 
meeting and I was present to greet @igkpand introduce his to the officers. At the conclusion of the 
meeting SEa met with me and told me he was pleased and thanked me. 


As a result of the above investigation, the statements both written and oral from @qqap, 
and the reports from Officers Visco and Cleaver | find the stop of GBR to check his military status was 
a hector police conduct and not racial profiling. 
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To: Det. Lt. Brooks 
From: Officer Cleaver 


Subject: Encounter with Qe 


On Friday October 21“ | was ordered by Detective Lieutenant Brooks to write a report regarding 
an encounter Officer Visco had with an individual on Sunday, October 16", 2016 on Moody Street in 
Waltham. | am writing this to/from as | can best recall the events of that evening. 


On Sunday October 16" at around 1800hrs Officer Visco and | were standing outside of our 
cruisers, drinking coffee in the Tedeschis/Dunkin Donuts parking lot located at 591 Moody Street in 
Waltham. At around 1800hrs both Officer Visco and | had our attention drawn to a male walking _ 
Southbound on Moody Street wearing what appeared to be full military style fatigues. | never served in 
the military and do not have extensive knowledge about military uniforms, however both Officer Visco 
and ! were surprised to see someone walking down Moody Street wearing camouflage fatigues, as this is 
not a common occurrence in this area. While | was not in the Military, | am aware through many 
associates of mine that it is frowned upon and in some cases against the rules for Military Personnel to 
wear their fatigues off base, unless on official duty. It should be noted that there are no military 
installations in Waltham, and the recruiters Office is not open during these hours. | am aware that 
National Guard Personnel are required to go to drill one weekend a month, however this male did not 
appear to have any bags or other items with him as if he was returning from drill. 


Officer Visco decided to attempt to speak with the party in question and got in his cruiser. The 
party was now further South on Moody Street, near the intersection with Brown Street. Officer Visco 
parked his cruiser on Moody Street near Brown Street. | got in my cruiser at this time and moved it to 
Brown Street. 


Once at Brown Street | exited my cruiser and walked towards Officer Visco, who was already 
speaking with the male. As | approached, | could now observe that the male was wearing camouflage 
headwear. 


As | approached Officer Visco and the male, | was able to hear part (not all) of their 
conversation, which had already been ongoing for several seconds. | was able to hear Officer Visco 
mention to the male that he was in the Marine Corps. The Male then asked Officer Visco if he was still 
in, and Officer Visco replied that he had gotten out. The next part of the conversation that ! heard as | 
was approaching was from the male who asked why he had been stopped. At this point I was only a few 
feet from Officer Visco standing on the sidewalk and could clearly make out everything being said. 
Officer Visco replied “you’re out of Regs.” As | previously stated | was not in the Military, but | am 
familiar with certain Military terms/jargon. | immediately believed Officer Visco was sayings “Regs” as an 
abbreviated version of the word “Regulations.” The male party then replied “it’s not a rag.” It occurred 
to me immediately that the male misunderstood Officer Visco and believed Officer Visco called his 
headwear a rag. Officer Visco then advised the male that he said “regs” as in “regulations,” not rag. 


Officer Visco was inspecting an ID card while conversing with the male and he then handed the 
male his ID card back. The male then stated “seriously, that’s why you stopped me?” He then appeared 
to shake his head as he turned and walked away without any further conversation. 


At no point in time during the incident did | have any conversation with the male as | simply 
stood by on the sidewalk. 


During my time standing next to Officer Visco, he in no way expressed that the male was being 
detained, or ordered to answer questions. When the male party turned and walked away without saying 
anything further, neither Officer Visco nor | made any attempt to prevent him from doing so, and he was 
allowed to leave on his own accord. 


To: Det. Lt. Brooks 
From: Officer Visco 


Subject: Encounter with Mr. Singh 


On or about October 18, 2016 at approximately 2000 hours, | was ordered by Detective 
Lieutenant Brooks to write a report regarding an encounter | had with an individual on Sunday, October 
16, 2016 on Moody Street in Waltham. Since | did not write a report or make any notes at the time, | am 
writing this to/from as I can best recall events from that evening. 


On Sunday October 16, 2016 at approximately 1800 hrs, Officer Cleaver and | were standing 
outside of our cruisers in the Tedeschi’s parking lot (591 Moody St.) when my attention was drawn to 
what | initially believed was a Caucasian male walking Southbound on Moody St. wearing full Army 
fatigues. Both Officer Cleaver and | were surprised to see someone in full Army fatigues walking down 
Moody St. on a Sunday night at 1800 hrs. This is not a common occurrence and is out of the ordinary for 
this area. It should also be noted that there are no recruiting offices in Waltham conducting business at 
this time. 


| observed this male to have a full beard that was clearly visible from across the parking lot. 
Through my knowledge as a United States Marine Corps combat veteran, | know that it is against 
regulations for Marines to have any facial hair while in uniform. | was under the impression that this 
regulation applied to all branches of the Armed Services. As a combat wounded infantry Marine, I take 
the greatest honor and utmost respect for the military uniform. 


Based on the facts that this male was in full fatigues on a Sunday night, which | found to be an 
odd occurrence, | decided to attempt to speak with this male. My goal was to confirm his military status 
and inquire about his uniform and the Army uniform regulations. Also, due to the fact that ‘Stolen Valor’ 
(the practice of someone who never served in the military wearing military uniforms incorrectly and 
claiming they served when they never did) is unfortunately a current day issue, as well as a potential 
crime, | decided to inquire about this party’s credentials. 


Both Officer Cleaver and | got in our respective cruisers and pulled onto Moody St. | parked on 
Moody St. by Brown St. and Officer Cleaver parked on Brown St. | exited my cruiser and approached this 
male. As | was approaching this party, he had turned back and slowed down when he saw me. As! 
exited my cruiser | said “hey” and this party stopped walking. | then asked him if he was in the Army, to 
which he replied “yes”. He then asked me if | was in the service. I stated I was in the Marine Corps. He 
then asked if | was still in. | stated “no” and that I was out. 


During my interaction with this party | observed that he was wearing what appeared to be a 
camouflaged headgear. It should be noted that while | served in the Marine Corps, | fought alongside 
men of different races, religions, and ethnicities. | became friends with many of our Afghan 
counterparts, both regular Army and Special Forces, as well as our interpreters as we fought the Taliban 
together to better their country and bring a better life to the people of Afghanistan. This included 
anything from firefights to handing out candy to the local children. | did not observe the headgear when 
l initially observed MEM, and it in no way factored in my decision to approach him. 


Again, from the time | initially observed this male from the parking lot, | believed he was 
Caucasian, and regardless, it had no bearing on my decision to attempt to speak to him. 


At this time | asked this party if he had a valid military ID on him. He stated he did and while 
retrieving it, asked why | had stopped him. I stated he was “out of regs” (a common military term for 
“regulations”) and “not wearing a cover,” referring to his facial hair and that he was not wearing a cover 
(a baseball like military hat worn with fatigues). He then stated it’s not a “rag.” It occurred to me at this 
time that he misunderstood what I said and believed | was calling his headgear a rag. | then advised him 
that I said “regs, regulations,” not rag. During this conversation, this party had given me his military ID 
card. | inspected it and | believed it to be real. I then handed him his ID card back. At this time he stated, 
“Seriously, that’s why you stopped me?” He then shook his head and walked away without any further 


conversation. 
During this interaction Officer Cleaver stood by and did not engage in any conversation. 


At no point during this conversation was this party told he could not leave, or ordered to speak 
with me. He was free to leave at any time and spoke to me of his own free will. 


